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A New Home for 
Health Sciences 
Education at 
IU Bloomington

The 115,000-square-foot Health Sciences Building at IU 
Bloomington that we dedicate today is already expanding 
opportunities for health sciences education and research on 

campus. This spacious new facility allows for a substantial increase 
in the number of students who can be admitted to these programs. 
The building’s co-location with the soon-to-be-completed IU Health 
Bloomington Hospital will enable students of medicine; nursing; social 
work; speech, language, and hearing sciences; and other related fields to 
fully and effectively participate in interprofessional education activities.  



“The new building is allowing IU to considerably 
increase the number of students in Bloomington’s 
health science programs, thus helping to address 
the acute shortage of healthcare workers in the 
state. It is also a splendid home for the many 
IU faculty members and students who conduct 
biomedical, clinical, population-level, and health 

sciences research—and it will help translate their discoveries into improved 
approaches to health and disease.”

—Michael A. McRobbie 
President, Indiana University 

With this new building’s highly advanced technological 
environment and its substantially increased classroom, 
laboratory, library, and office space, the IU School of Medicine’s 

medical sciences program in Bloomington is now positioned to offer 
even more comprehensive training and research opportunities to its 
students, which include those seeking M.D., Ph.D., and master’s degrees 
as well as undergraduates. The continuous contact between IU Health 
Bloomington Hospital and the Health Sciences Building will yield 
educational and clinical benefits for the programs in both facilities.

“Bloomington is poised to make a quantum step 
forward as the university partners with IU Health 
to open the new Regional Academic Health Center. 
I look forward to creating a culture that will allow 
IU School of Medicine—Bloomington to be a strong 
partner in multisite research, patient care, and 
educational collaborations of all kinds.”

—Katherine Hiller 
Associate Dean and Director of the Medical Sciences Program 
Indiana University Bloomington

The Health Sciences Building is home to the new Nursing Learning 
Resource Center (NLRC), also known as the skills laboratory, 
which is more than eight times larger than the previous School of 

Nursing skills lab in Sycamore Hall. 

Each of the beds in the new NLRC has its own headwall (the panel that 
delivers oxygen and other gases, suction, lighting. and electricity), with a 
setup identical to those to be installed in the adjoining hospital, making 
the transition from the NLRC to the hospital’s clinical rotations seamless 
for nursing students.

Nursing classrooms are all fully equipped with the latest audiovisual 
technologies and are highly flexible, with the larger measuring more 
than 4,700 square feet, and classrooms can be easily reconfigured to 
accommodate smaller groups. Complementing these classrooms  
are 10 interprofessional practice and education team rooms for the 
nursing program.

“We look forward to greater opportunities for 
collaborative teaching. The expanded interactive 
learning facilities, including the Nursing Learning 
Resource Center, will afford students, hospital 
professional staff, and the broader community 
greater opportunities for interprofessional learning 
activities.”

—Eileen Hacker 
Associate Dean, IU School of Nursing 
Bloomington



“This building allows us to conduct cutting-edge  
research within our own department, by having 
shared lab spaces amongst faculty, and also between 
faculty in other disciplines. The new facility also 
fosters collaboration and consultation between 
research and clinical faculty within our department.”

—Jennifer Lentz 
Chair, Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences

Two Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences 
clinics are now conveniently located in the new building:

Hearing Clinic
Diagnostic hearing evaluations for all ages, including infants
Hearing rehabilitation services including the fitting of hearing aids 
and implantable and assistive devices
Hearing wellness services
Tinnitus evaluation and treatment

Speech-Language Clinic
Evaluation of speech, language, and cognition
Individual and group therapy for children through adults
Language-based preschool 
Support groups for aphasia, brain injury, and Parkinson’s disease

“Our students, clinical faculty, and staff are grateful for 
the new opportunities to provide outstanding services 
to the community and train the next generation of 
speech-language pathologists and audiologists in a 
world-class facility. The new spaces’ improvements to 
accessibility and technology contribute to development 
of knowledge and interprofessional collaborations that 

students will carry into their professional lives.”
—Laura Karcher 

Director, Speech-Language Clinic

“Engaging in collaborative teaching and research to 
meet the growing needs of students, the community, 
and the broader society is what makes the Health 
Sciences Building an exciting venture.”

—Tammi Nelson 
Senior Lecturer 
IU School of Social Work

The Health Science Building is the new home of the IU School of 
Social Work’s Bloomington headquarters. The programs housed 
in the building include those for the Bachelor of Social Work 

(B.S.W.) and Master of Social Work (M.S.W.). The proximity of these 
programs to the forthcoming IU Health Bloomington Hospital will enable 
students and faculty to apply their clinical and research skills to some of 
the most pressing societal needs, including mental health, addictions, 
and family and child services.

“This building really embodies what we think 
of in interprofessional education and practice. 
The opportunities for not only planned, but 
serendipitous, collaborations amongst faculty, 
learners, and across professions are boundless.”

—Barbara Manz Friesth 
Interim Director, Indiana University 
Interprofessional Practice and 
Education Center
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